






Cuttlefish egg on Posidonia

In the past century, 29 per cent of seagrass has been destroyed globally by coastal
development, fishing by otter-trawling, pollution, and now climate change.

Unique to the Mediterranean Sea, Posidonia beds are identified as a priority habitat for
conservation under the European Union's Habitats Directive (Dir 92/43/CEE) and Catalunya
has banned otter-trawling over Posidonia beds. Yet the destruction of this slow growing
species continues at an alarming rate.



Nudibranch laying eggs on Posidonia

On the Costa Brava, where Kenna Eco Diving has been researching Posidonia for the past
13 years, we have witnessed a loss of an estimated 25 per cent of the Posidonia meadows.
Seagrass-friendly moorings for boats are installed during the peak summer months, but
boaters are not penalised for anchoring in the Posidonia beds, destroying hundreds of years
of growth in minutes.

Barren areas between the Posidonia Beds

As Posidonia meadows are being destroyed the Posidonia pipefish, a relative of the
seahorse, is suffering. The Posidonia pipefish is perfectly adapted to the seagrass habitat
and has evolved to resemble a blade of seagrass. It is virtually impossible to see unless it
swims above or outside the seagrass beds - a rare occurrence as it is a poor swimmer and
rarely ventures out of the safety of the Posidonia meadows, spending it's time head down
within the shoots searching for tiny shrimps to eat. It is totally dependent on the Posidonia
habitat for daily food and shelter, and as a seasonal breeding ground and nursery.



Syngnathus typhle - the well camouflaged Posidonia pipefish

Posidonia and the pipefish are just two of the key species being studied by volunteer scuba
divers assisting Kenna Eco Diving with underwater surveys for the SILMAR Project on the
Costa Brava. We are the only voluntary coordinators for the Spanish SILMAR Project
working through the English language, opening this volunteering opportunity to international
divers who come from all over the world to spend a few weeks or months assisting with the
project aimed at conserving Mediterranean biodiversity.



Transect through Posidonia beds

Please sign our petition asking for anchoring to be regulated in Posidonia
meadows - http://campaign.kennaecodiving.net/campaign-petition.

See more seagrass meadow photos...

Editorial note: Posidonia oceanica is thought to be one of the oldest living things on earth:
New Scientist

Diving News From Around the World

For breaking news see our Twitter feed, RSS feed or Google+ page.

Great Barrier Reef under Threat
The future of the Great Barrier Reef hangs in the balance. If we
don't act now, the Reef could be ruined.

Iceland Resumes Whaling for Japan: More Dog Food?
Environmental organisations have strongly criticised the
resumption of commercial fin whaling by Iceland. There is no
market for fin whale meat in Iceland: in the past the whale

meat was entirely for export to Japan, mostly to be made into luxury dog food.

http://campaign.kennaecodiving.net/campaign-petition
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http://www.newscientist.com/article/dn21433-patch-of-seagrass-is-worlds-oldest-living-organism.html
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British Isles, Mediterranean and Coral Triangle are
Blackspots for Shipping Accidents

Some of the world's most iconic oceans are also the most
at risk according to a new study on shipping accidents
released by WWF. Southeast Asia - particularly the Coral
Triangle - the east Mediterranean and Black Sea, North Sea
and British Isles are the highest risk areas for accidents at
sea and the subsequent environmental damage.

Israel's marine environment faces serious threats by development, pioneering
report shows

Report describes significant damage to environment caused by human activity, paints grim
picture of the state of conservation of Mediterranean seacoast.

Shark tourism expected to double as fishing value
declines
Conservationists urge better protection for the creatures as
study reveals that shark-watching generates 314m dollars a
year

The Shark Conservation Act Could Make Shark Fishing
Easier

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration recently proposed changes to the
Shark Conservation Act of 2010 that would completely ban the practice of shark finning,
could actually lessen protection for sharks.

Basking sharks late to UK
Basking sharks fail to arrive at UK, probably because of
colder water than normal and lack of plankton bloom

Millions of Plastic Bottles and Bags Collected on Coast
2,205,393 plastic bottles and bags collected during the
Ocean Conservancy's International Coastal Cleanup

Study reveals how fishing gear can cause slow death of
whales
Using a "patient monitoring" device attached to a whale
entangled in fishing gear, scientists showed for the first time
how fishing lines changed a whale's diving and swimming
behavior. The monitoring revealed how fishing gear hinders
whales' ability to eat and migrate, depletes their energy as
they drag gear for months or years, and can result in a slow

death.

Farmed fish overtakes farmed beef for first time
Cows have been overtaken by fish. For the first time in modern history, the world has been
producing more farmed fish than farmed beef. But instead of being a boon for the
environment, many fish farms are damaging it because of the types of fish they breed.
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http://www.newscientist.com/article/dn23719-farmed-fish-overtakes-farmed-beef-for-first-time.html


Shark spawning ground found in Scotland
A deep-sea shark spawning ground has been discovered on Scotland's only inshore coral
reef.
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